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Manufacturing 
selfishness:  
Why economics might 
need psychotherapy
Chris Fuller

20 January, LAB109, 4.30–6pm
Forty years ago an economist concluded that liberal mixed market 
economies were engaging in an unwitting and self-defeating mass 
production of selfishness. The author of ‘Social Limits to Growth’, Fred 
Hirsch, unfortunately died within two years. Within a decade, Hirsch’s 
argument was simultaneously forgotten and turbo-charged in relevance. 
Neoliberalism had taken command. I think Hirsch’s instincts were right 
but I argue that conceptual development of how economies generate 
selfishness in individuals is lacking. I shall conclude that economics and 
social theory might learn from humanistic psychotherapy. 

Why everyone should  
Ask for Evidence
Chris Peters & Liam Shaw 

10 February, LAB309 4.30–6pm
When somebody makes a claim, one way to judge its worth is to ask 
whether they can produce any evidence to back it up. But not all scientific 
evidence is equal. How do you know what to believe? You don’t have to 
be an expert to weigh up the value of scientific evidence. This talk offer 
some basic insights into how scientists generate data, and suggest some 
questions to ask to assess its quality and reliability.

Viva Speed dating
Emanuele Giovannetti

19 March, LAB109 4.30–6pm
Come to the IIMP scrum to have a rare occasion to present your topic 
in 5 minutes and to be grilled by Prof Emanuele Giovannetti and other 
colleagues with typical ViVa questions. This is going to be a useful 
exercise in defending your ideas and research and in preparing for the 
difficult questions.   Given time constraints only a limited number of 
presentation will be fitted in to the programme. Priority will be given, if 
necessary based on submission due dates.

Improving our chances 
of publication in 3* and 4* 
journals
Alison Hirst & Prof. Mike Humphreys

20 April, LAB109, 4.30–6pm
In this interactive workshop, Alison and Mike will share their personal 
experience as authors having their work accepted and rejected, and as 
reviewers/editors making decisions about authors’ work. They will develop 
a checklist of helpful practices to increase the likelihood of success in 
your targeted journals. 

The REF and managing 
your academic career
Prof. Simon Down

12 May, LAB109, 4.30–6pm
The talk will explain how to manage your career and become a successful 
researcher. Whilst the REF is just one measure of research quality, 
producing ‘REFable’ research outputs is key to building a good research 
reputation. Prof Down will speak about how to plan for and produce REF 
outputs in the context of managing your career more broadly.

‘Being an Early Career 
Researcher (ECR) in 
the era of impact – the 
opportunities, the 
challenges, the role of 
digital networks’
Nadia DeGama & Michael Duignan

16 June, LAB109, 4.30–6pm
Mike and Nadia explore the position of early career researchers, 
transitioning in to the arena of academic research impact. They will 
discuss how to choose suitable research papers, outlets and affiliated 
projects to leverage researcher presence, and the importance of finding 
suitable academic networks for academic collaboration. The speakers 
also touch up on the growing importance of digital media for expanding 
networks, and the role of social media in aiding the wider impact of 
research through public and policy engagement.

 
Want to know more about LAIBS scrum?  Email  imko.meyenburg@anglia.ac.uk
 or michael.duignan@anglia.ac.uk


